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    At this point in time this is a rather informal newsletter basically just reporting on items of importance as they pop up while we are still in the organizational phase of the Camp. Once we get up and going it is planned that it will be a regular ‘activity’ of the camp with many members providing me (or whomever ends up as editor) with enough material to keep it interesting. As far as I am concerned this can be announcements of activities of interest, like reenactments in areas that members might want to attend or participate in, reports from the members who have participated in activities of SUVCW interest, Department meetings or news, our planned Camp activities like cemetery work days, and other activities. I plan this paper to be an email activity so as to save $$ on USPS postage costs. The newsletter will be mailed to those members who do not have email capabilities. As I mentioned in an earlier ‘newsletter’, IF there are any camp members out there who would like to volunteer as Editor of the newsletter please make yourselves known to either Commander Crawford, Sr. Vice Commander Duane Smith or me, Jim Davenport.. If you tell me I will see that the information gets to the above officers.

    I hope we will have a Commanders column and on occasion an article from the other officers of the Camp. That occasion can be as often as they desire to contribute.

HISTORICAL research data:

    Your editor of this issue of the newsletter recently received an address of a website which has Official Records of the New Mexico Campaign on it, as well as a lot of other Official Records. I found it interesting to be sure. If you’re interested go to http://www.ehistory.com/uscw/library/or/001/0599.cfm and enjoy the reading. This should put you into the ‘local’ part of the war but then you can go forward and back from here to see other reports. Page 1 concerns Fort Sumter so you can kind of see the spread of information contained here.

    Hopefully some of you will provide some historical information on your Civil War ancestor(s) from either side of the Civil War. I don’t know how to incorporate photos into this yet but possibly some of you computer guru’s out there can give me a little instruction. There are many very interesting websites out there that may be of interest to folks in the camp and if you will provide the www addresses for them I will be glad to publish them as time and space permit. There will be a short Treasurer’s report and the Camp meeting minutes will be included in some manner.

THANKS !
I especially want to thank Morgan Crawford for taking and typing the minutes of the organizational Camp meeting of February 28, 2004. Your Secretary took some notes but after seeing the wonderful job that Morgan did I discarded mine.

Proposed T. E. Bowman Camp #12, S.U.V.C.W.

Minutes of Feb. 28, 2004 Meeting

Meeting started at approximately 9:40 a. m. at the Crawford’s house, Durango, Colo.

Present: Jerry Crawford, Jim Davenport, Bob Foisel, Matthew Foisel, Duane Smith


Guests present: Morgan Crawford, Janie Davenport

Absent: Tim Crites, Ron Johnson, Michael Kots, Daniel Senjem, Tom Wiseman

Duane Smith Bob Foisel and Jerry Crawford paid their dues to the camp. Jim Davenport, our official Camp Organizer, reported that our Camp EIN # is 30-0227089 and that the National # is 0249.  He suggested that we get a bank account open soon.

Duane mentioned that we should put information about the new camp into the Herald newspaper.

Old Business: Bylaws: Members discussed the bylaws and what changes might be needed.

Both Jim and Jerry agreed that a newsletter was essential and it was agreed to
leave that in the bylaws.  A change of wording to put the date of the Jan. meeting on the 2nd weekend of that month was agreed upon.  It was recommended that the Camp Commendation Award (page 10 of Bylaws) be named after Gen. John Sedgewick.  The Bylaws were passed with the changes agreed upon.

New Business: Camp Officers: Job descriptions were handed out and discussed.  The

necessary positions are 3 member Council, Commander, Sr. Vice Commander, Jr. Vice Commander, Secretary-Treasurer, and Chaplain.  Neither the Commander nor the Secretary-Treasurer can serve on the Camp Council. Delegates were discussed; their job is to represent the camp at the Department of Colorado Encampment.  The Encampment is Sat., June 26, 2004 in Canon City.  Although Michael could not be with us he sent a letter volunteering for the positions of Color Bearer, Patriotic Instructor, and Guard.  It was decided that we should elect the necessary positions and then appoint the other positions.  We noted that all positions can be changed by another election after we receive full camp status.  After discussion the slate of officers was: Jerry Crawford – Commander, Duane Smith – Sr. Vice Commander, Bob Foisel – Jr. Vice Commander, Jim Davenport – Secretary-Treasurer, Delegates – Jim Davenport and Jerry Crawford.  Duane moved that the slate be unanimously elected, Bob seconded, everyone voted and the slate passed by unanimous vote.

- After discussing who wanted to volunteer for certain positions Jerry as Commander appointed the following to these positions: Michael – Patriotic Instructor, Michael – Color Bearer, Michael – Guard, Duane – Historian, Duane – Chaplain, Jim – Graves Registration, Jim – Memorials Registration, Bob – Guide, Council – Bob, Duane, and although absent Michael, as we needed one more person and the job should be easy, Jerry – Eagle Scout Coordinator.  The position of Councilor was left open until later.

- Official Archives: Duane suggested that we make the SW Center our official archives.  Jim warned about lack of access issues that other archives had posed. Jerry suggested sending copies of our originals up there.  It was decided to revisit this suggestion at a later time.

- Charter: Transfer forms needed from the other camps before we can send in our charter. Jim will call Mark Pangburn to find out where the transfer papers are. Ordering of supplies was discussed.

Next meeting will be held at the Crawford’s on Sat., April 24th at 9:30 a. m.  Meeting adjourned at approximately Noon.

James J. Davenport

Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT

Account opened on March 1st, 2004



    -0.00-

Deposits






$236.00

Expenses






    15.20




Per capita dues





  137.00

Balance as of 4-14-2004




    83.80


James J. Davenport, Treasurer

    We do need to come up with a name for the paper other then the way that I have titled it for the time being, then maybe someone can come up with a header design for it and email it to the editor in a format that can be downloaded and saved for continual use in the future.

    The big news at the present time is that the Camp charter has been signed by Kent Armstrong, the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and will be presented to the Thomas E. Bowman Camp No.12, SUVCW on April 24, 2004 when the officers of the Department of Colorado and Wyoming will be down to install the Officers of the Camp. The latest information that I have is that Department Commander Gerald F. Mosley and Department Secretary Eric Dan Richhart will be here to do the honors.  There may be Brothers from some other camps also as they have been invited by Brother Richhart. This meeting will be held at the VFW Hall, 1550 Main Ave., Durango, Colorado at 10:00 AM and will be a formal meeting of the Camp as opposed to the informal ones that we have been holding. ‘Uniform of the Day’ for the meeting will be Sport coats or Blazers for the officers to be sworn in, with members of the SVR in Uniform. Please be sure to wear your SUVCW membership medal as well as any others that you are qualified to wear, but not more then 3 medals as per the C&R.

One of our Denver members, Charles Sharrock, Sr., writes Civil War poetry and on occasion I will include one of his poems as a part of the newsletter. Brother Sharrock is also the Department Grave Registration Officer, as well as a Past Camp Commander and a Past Department Commander.

THANKS to Brother Sharrock for all of the Grave Registration information that he has provided to me over the past several months. I have been getting it forwarded to the input person to be added to the National Grave Registration database.


CHAPLAIN    1861-1865


          



A young officer sits on a war-torn tree stump,

With his head in his hands, the tears run down his dirty face,

And the pain and grief shows on him.

He must withstand all of the misery of this war

To comfort the sick, the wounded, and the dying,

To watch and say a few words

As each shovel full of dirt is laid upon the body of a soldier.

For in this war he must act as a hand of God,

For as a Chaplain, he is.

By Charles E. Sharrock, Sr.

March 14, 2004

    If you have any additional suggestions for material you would like to see in the newsletter, or material that you would like to contribute please let us know and we will try to include it.

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, by

Brother Jim Davenport

Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12, SUVCW

Department of Colorado and Wyoming

