  NEWSLETTER OF THE 4 CORNERS AREA SUVCW


  	       THOMAS E. BOWMAN CAMP No. 12


          Department of Colorado & Wyoming


			       


					June 12, 2004


Commander’s Column 





Greetings, Brothers of T.E. Bowman Camp 12.  With the 137th consecutive Decoration Day (Memorial Day) completed, my hearty thanks to all the Brothers who represented Camp 12 and the S.U.V.C.W. in ceremonies across the area.  We had a great turnout, with all of the “local” members participating in at least one event.  I have not heard from the “long-distance” members but hope you were all able to support a local ceremony in some way.  My special thanks go to those who participated in more than one event.





I urge all Camp 12 Brothers to make every effort to attend our July Camp meeting.  Because of the July 4th celebration on the first weekend, we will plan to meet on the second Saturday in July at 9:30 AM at my home in Durango.  Please let Brother Jim Davenport know if this is possible for you or not.  We will discuss plans for possible activities and projects at this meeting, so please bring any ideas you have to share.  I hope that everyone will have a chance to be involved in at least one project this year.





All Brothers should report to Brother Jim Davenport any activities or projects you have accomplished, so that the Camp is informed of ongoing activities.  I also urge each Brother to submit short articles of interest to Brother Jim to be published in the Newsletter.  This especially applies to our Patriotic Instructor and our Camp Historian who are charged with special duties in these areas.





I look forward to seeing you at the July meeting.





In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty,





Jerry Crawford 


Commander, T.E. Bowman Camp 12, S.U.V.C.W.





DEPARTMENT ENCAMPMENT





Don’t forget the Department of Colorado & Wyoming annual encampment on June 19th, 2004. It begins at 10:00 AM at the Sunflower Bank, 831 Royal Gorge Blvd., Canon City, CO. That’s at the intersection of US Highway 50 and 9th Street in Canon City. I earlier sent out an email to all with directions and motels available. If you have any questions please contact me before June 16th as I will be leaving on that date.     Jim D.





CONGRATULATIONS





Congratulations to Brother Michael Kots for winning the Veterans of Foreign Wars Colorado District 12 annual Voice of Democracy competition. The District 12 competition includes the areas of Durango, Cortez, Rico, Dolores, Mancos, and Pagosa Springs. Brother Kots’ was sponsored in the competition by the Veterans of Foreign War Post 4031 in Durango. The competition is open to 9th through 12th grade students. His article was published in the May 29 issue of the Cortez Journal and I would imagine in the Durango paper also. The article was titled ‘My Commitment to America’s Future’ and was a pleasure for me to read.





	Minutes of the THOMAS E. BOWMAN CAMP 12 meeting of April 24, 2004.





The meeting was opened at about 10 AM on April 24, 2004 by Camp Commander elect Jerry Crawford. The meeting was held at the Veterans of Foreign Wars building on Main Street, Durango, Colorado.





Members present were: Jerry Crawford, Jim Davenport, Duane Smith, Michael Kots, Bob Foisel, and Daniel Senjem.





Members absent were: Charles Sharrock Sr., Charles Sharrock II both of Denver, CO, and Matthew Foisel who was on a required school trip.





Guests included several wives and daughters of the members.





After The American's Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance Brother Robert Foisel administered the oath of office for Camp Commander Gerald L. Crawford. Then Commander Crawford administered the oath of office to the rest of the Camp officers. Brother Dan Senjem filled in as Guide during the Installation of Officers. The officers were installed in the offices as published in the minutes of the last meeting.





The Minutes of the Camp meeting of February 28th, 2004 were read and approved





The treasurers report was read which showed a balance of $87.80 after national and department dues had been paid and a couple of small expenditures for stamps and supplies. 





New Business: It was brought up and discussed about the possibility of charging a per meeting dues to help to raise the balance in the Camp treasury and to provide funds for purchasing a SUVCW membership badge for presentation to new members of the Camp. It was decided to charge $1.00 per meeting dues. Then a discussion was had as to whether to assess the additional $1.00 dues on a per meeting basis or to just include it in the annual dues, making the annual camp dues at $16.00 rather then $10.00. A motion was made by Duane Smith and seconded by Bob Foisel to increase the Camp annual dues to $16.00 for the above reason. The motion was voted on by the membership present and passed by voice vote.


 


The Camp Secretary, Jim Davenport, then read letters of Congratulations on forming the new camp. These letters were from National Commander-in-Chief Kent Armstrong and the Commander of Centennial Camp #100, Denver, Colorado, Charles Counts. 





There was a discussion of work that is being done and needs to be done at Animas Cemetery. Duane Smith is involved with the Cemetery and said that the City of Durango is currently working on the cemetery to clean it up. A brief discussion was had on how many Civil War veterans were buried there and on the possibility of obtaining headstones for those who did not already have them. Duane said he would look into that further. 





Commander Jerry mentioned having a memorial ceremony for departed Brother Tom Wiseman at a later date, but no date was set yet. The next meeting will be for Memorial Day ceremonies and the placing of Flags at the veterans gravesites. The date is to be announced as soon as Commander Jerry gets those dates.





The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:15 AM and cookies and drinks were provided for all of the attendees. 





After the meeting adjourned Secretary Jim Davenport distributed information on the Auxiliary to the SUVCW to all of the ladies present





James J. Davenport


Secretary


Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12, SUVCW


Department of Colorado and Wyoming





 ACTIVITIES





Michael Kots and his Mom, Karen, went to the reenactment at Glorietta Pass April 30/May 1, and had a great time. In addition to all of the other activities, Michael participated in a mock trial where he and another soldier were charged with killing a sheep belonging to a farmer. Michael had a good attorney and was found not guilty. Karen said that she and the other ladies prepared a great prime rib roast that everyone enjoyed. The bad news was that just before they were to leave for the reenactment of the battle of Mobile Bay where Michael was going to be a Civil War Marine, he fell at work and injured his hands and arms to where he was not able to handle his gun or do much else so they did not go to that reenactment. Lots of serious ‘road rash’ but nothing broken. He is better and ‘back to battery’ now. I wonder how many men actually missed the real battle due to injuries prior to it starting, probably more then a couple.   





Jim and Janie Davenport went over to Pagosa Springs in Archuleta County on the ‘spur of the moment’ and documented and photographed all of the Civil War gravesites that we could locate. We did not find all of them that we had on our list but had a good time. Then on the way home we stopped at the little, really rural, Florida/Hood cemetery east of Durango in La Plata County, and photographed and documented 7 Union and 2 Confederate gravesites. I had kind of forgotten how thick the wild rose brambles can be!!!!! The names of the veterans were all sent in to the SUVCW National database. 





On May 26th Brother Jim Davenport was invited to participate in a grave rededication for a C.S.A. Civil War veteran in the Cedar Grove Cemetery in Mancos. It was an enjoyable activity and a beautiful day, and a great opportunity to honor the memory of the veterans of BOTH sides involved in that terrible conflict.





On May 29th Brothers Jerry Crawford, Michael Kots, Bob Foisel, and Jim Davenport, along with Karen Kots, gathered at the Greenmount Cemetery in Durango and placed flags at the veterans graves for Memorial Day. Commander Jerry then traveled to the Hermosa Cemetery to do flags while Jim and Bob went up to the Animas Cemetery and placed flags up there.





On May 30th Brother Jim Davenport participated in placing flags at the veterans graves in the Cortez Cemetery.





On May 31st Bro. Jim Davenport participated in three different Memorial Day ceremonies in Cortez, Colorado starting at 6 AM then traveled to Durango for more.





On May 31st Brothers Jerry Crawford, Jim Davenport, Bob Foisel, Michael Kots and Duane Smith participated in Memorial Day ceremonies at the Greenmount Cemetery in Dirango, CO. Brother Matthew Foisel also attended these ceremonies. Morgan Crawford acted as ‘official’ photographer for the Camp. 


 


Brother Dan Senjem reported that he participated in Memorial Day ceremonies at the American Legion Hall and at the Hilltop Cemetery in Pagosa Springs, CO. by participating in reading off the names of the departed veterans in the area.





Brother Jim Davenport had earlier ordered military headstones for two Civil War soldiers in the Cortez Cemetery. They arrived and on June 7, 2004 Brother Jim and Camp Commander Jerry Crawford, with the capable assistance of American Legion members Ray Candelaria, Bud Crawn, and Warren Waldorf (the Legion guys actually did most of the work, THANKS guys), got the headstones set in the Cortez Cemetery. One was for an unmarked gravesite and the other was a replacement for a broken stone. Thanks to Morgan and Janie for doing the photos. Credit for the original work of documenting the veterans goes to Mrs. June Head of the Cortez D.A.R. chapter. Our heartfelt THANKS go to her for her contribution to the cause.





HISTORICAL QUESTION


 Do you know the total number of Civil War Medal of Honor recipients buried in Colorado?  Answer next issue.





Brother Jim Davenport, Editor


