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ACTIVITIES:

On June 19th the 2004 Encampment of the Colorado & Wyoming Department of the SUVCW was held at Canon City, Colorado. In attendance from the Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12 were Brothers Jim Davenport, Dan Senjem and Charles Sharrock Sr. It was a good encampment with several issues discussed, among them was the updating of the Department By-Laws which are a bit dated. This will be an ongoing project during the coming year. The other exciting item of business was the election of Department Officers and the appointment of some of the appointed officers. The New Department Commander is Doyle Brewer of Greenwood Camp 10 in Canon City, CO. The Sr. Vice Commander is Willard Hinckley, and the new Jr. Vice Commander of the Department is our own Jim Davenport. The Department Counsel is John Kelley, Geoff Hunt and the recent Past Dept. Commander Jerry Mosley. Eric Richhart was elected to another term as Department Secretary. After the close of the official meeting Jim Davenport was advised by Department Commander Doyle Brewer that he, Jim, was appointed as Department Grave Registration Officer! See what happens when you attend these meetings----. OK, I know that most, if not all, of you have already heard this news at the Camp meeting on July 10, but I did want to get it into the history of the camp on paper. I was also told by the outgoing Department Commander that I would be receiving a Certificate of Merit from the National Office for having organized Camp 12. If you check General Order #21 on the national website you will see it there. When I actually have it in hand I will bring it to Camp meeting and ‘show it off’.  I did get to meet a great bunch of Brothers at the Department meeting. It is really nice to now be able to put faces with some of the names. The really exciting news at the encampment was when Willard Hinckley showed us a large suitcase full of old, old Department of Colorado & Wyoming SUVCW papers and books. A lady in Black Forest, CO had it in her garage and was getting to dispose of it and called the National Office. Thankfully she did not just haul it to the dump!! The suitcase is now reposing with the Department Secretary until we decide what to do with it. 

After the meeting Charles Sharrock, Sr. presented me with several new books that he had purchased earlier. He said that they were to be sold by the camp and the proceeds contributed to the Camp treasury. I hope that some of the Camp members will decide that they need one of these publications in their personal library. THANKS Charles !! Several of these books were sold at the July 10 Camp meeting. He also loaned me several other books of Civil War soldier’s burial sites in Colorado, Oklahoma, and Missouri. These were for reference study and will be returned to him. 

While I was in the Canon City and Pueblo area I spent several days doing grave documentation in the area cemeteries and came home with lots of Civil War veterans names and burial sites. They will be forwarded to be entered into the national database.

On June 26, 2004 I was the subject of a nice article in the Cortez Journal about the SUVCW and our activities, along with a photo of one of the new headstones that we obtained and set for a Union Civil War vet in the Cortez Cemetery who did not previously have a headstone. As a result of the article I have already had two men contact me about possibly obtaining membership in the SUVCW.

Brother Michael Kots marched in his Civil War US Marine uniform in the 4th of July parade in Durango with the actual modern US Marines who had asked him to march with them, quite an honor to be sure!!

Thanks to Brother Senjem for a list of Civil War vets found in the Villa Grove, CO cemetery, and to Brother Crawford for a list of Civil War and Spanish American War vets found in the Park City, Utah cemetery. I will make sure that the Civil War vets are entered in the national database and will forward the Spanish American War vets to the appropriate database.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION:

The answer to last month’s question of how many Civil War Medal of Honor recipients are buried in Colorado is 10 men that are known and documented.

John Davis  --  ‘In Memory Of’ headstone at Ft. Logan National Cemetery, He is believed to actually be buried at an unknown location near Cotopaxi, Colorado.

David F. Day  --  Riverside Cemetery, Denver, Colorado.

Warren C. Dockum  --  Roselawn Cemetery, Pueblo, Colorado.

John F. Fisher  --  Mountain View Cemetery, Longmont, Colorado.

Smith H. Hastings  --  Riverside Cemetery, Denver, Colorado.

Henderson C. Howard  --  Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, Colorado.

George V. Kelley  --  Riverside Cemetery, Denver, Colorado.

George G. Moore  --  Eaton Cemetery, Eaton, Colorado.

William J. Palmer  --  Evergreen Cemetery, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

George J. Shopp  --  Yuma Cemetery, Yuma, Colorado.

If you know of any others PLEASE let me know about them.

If you would like to see a complete listing of all of the Civil War Medal of Honor recipients, and the heroic actions that earned them the Medal of Honor and other details such as dates and battles, go to www.medalofhonor.com/recipients/civ-a.html and they are listed alphabetically, a whole lot of them. Thanks to Brothers Charles Sharrock Sr., and Doyle Brewer for their assistance in this little project.

Brother Sharrock Sr. recently mailed me a number of photos of the headstones of Colorado Civil War unit soldiers for inclusion in the database of the Colorado Civil War veterans burial locations that I am compiling. These were from a trip he made out on the eastern plains of Colorado and as far a Coolidge, Kansas. These names will also be added to the national database if they are not already there. If you have a photo of a headstone for a Civil War soldier from a Colorado unit I would like to have it to add to my file and to the national database.

The July 10th meeting of the Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12 was held at Camp Commander Crawford’s home and the most exciting part of the meeting was the initiation of Matthew Foisel, son of Camp member Robert Foisel, into the membership of the SUVCW Camp 12.

Another exciting, at least to me, event of the meeting was when Camp Commander Jerry Crawford, on behalf of the Camp Awards Committee, presented me with the Major General John Sedgwick award “in recognition of exemplary dedication and service to the memory of Union soldiers and sailors on the local, state and national levels; in particular, for outstanding and continued service to the S.U.V.C.W National Graves Registration program, and for outstanding service in the organization, operation, and representation of Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12, Department of Colorado and Wyoming”. This award may be presented to one Camp member annually as determined by the Camp Awards Committee. Needless to say I was honored to receive the award.

ANCESTORS:
The G.A.R. ancestor of Brother Jim Davenport is his GreatGreatGrandfather Private Adam Johns of Company “F”, 13th Ohio Cavalry. He enlisted on February 29, 1864 as a Private at the age of 18. He was discharged at Jarvis Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland on June 17, 1865. During the time of his enlistment he was involved in 9 hard fought battles including Petersburg, VA.,  and Hatcher’s Run, VA., Sherman’s March to the sea, and was at Appomattox C. H., VA., when Lee surrendered to Grant April 9, 1865.  

 After the War he married his sweetheart Elizabeth Ortlipp and the family slowly migrated west. He died in San Diego, California in 1910 and is buried in the Mount Hope Cemetery in San Diego, CA.

I also had a GreatGrandfather, Private Thomas Wesley Davenport, in the Confederate States Army in Company B, 15th Texas Cavalry. He enlisted on February 17, 1862 at Dallas, Texas and brought with him his own horse with a value of $20.00 according to the CSA muster sheet. He was eventually stationed at Arkansas Post when the Union army attacked and captured it on Jan 11, 1863, but GreatGrandfather escaped by crawling through the brush and swimming the river. CSA losses at Arkansas Post were estimated to have been 60 or 70 killed, 200 wounded and 4,791 captured. Federal Army losses were 134 killed and nearly 900 wounded. Federal Navy losses were 7 killed and 26 wounded.  He eventually made his way back to Texas and rejoined his outfit and surrendered with his outfit at Tyler, Texas in April 1865. He died while visiting his son in Springfield, CO on December 11, 1921 and is buried in the Lone Star Cemetery on the prairie several miles SW of Springfield, CO.  

I am hoping that some of you Camp 12 members will provide me with some Civil War ancestor history to be put into the newsletter in future editions, PLEASE. 

Brother Charles Sharrock Sr. writes Civil War poetry and here is another example of it.





NORTH CAROLINA

In this hell-hole of the dead and wounded men, the night is upon us.

Their cries of pain can be heard.

There is no relief as morning dawns.

A light mist and fog moves in.

Morning light beams and the colors of the rainbow glisten in the fog and mist.

The cries of the men turn to begging with outstretched arms.

In the mist you can see an angel floating above the battlefield.

The cries of pain are silent as this angel in white holds her hands out to each man.

In his pain and suffering, each man can hold in his heart and mind the girl that he left behind.

For this angel holds the love of each man as the girlfriend, wife, mother or sister of each broken-hearted and dying man in this North Carolina battlefield of the great Civil War.

By Charles E. Sharrock

December 26, 2003

One of the projects that I am working on is posting the Civil War veterans headstone photos that I has taken on a website, www.coloradogravestones.org/ and I have gotten the Colorado ‘boys’ on it and am working on the rest of the units from other states. These are just the headstones found in the State of Colorado. There is a website at www.arizonagravestones.org/ that is identical but is for those stones found in Arizona. Either of the websites will accept photos of any kind of tombstone found in those states from anyone who desires to contribute. 

Submitted in Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty,

Brother Jim Davenport, Editor

Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12

Department of Colorado & Wyoming.

