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ANCESTORS

I recently received the following information from Brother Ralph Graybill,  Thanks Ralph.

My great grandfather, William Henry Orsler, joined the Illinois Infantry in 1861 at Atlanta, Illinois, and  then was later assigned as a teamster in an Ohio unit.  The day before the famous Stones River Battle, he and many others in a wagon train were captured at LaVergne, Tennessee.  He was sent to Benton Barracks, Missouri, as a prisoner of war.  Later he was mustered out at Atlanta, Georgia, in 1864.

      Ralph Graybill

I also received some info from Brother Charles Sharrock on an Uncle and a Cousin who served:

Uncle Francis Marion Sharrock was born in a log cabin in Christian County, Illinois on 25 Nov 1845 and died on 9 Feb 1912 in Pana, Illinois. He served from 25 Nov 1863 until 16 Dec, 1865 in Company A, 21st Illinois Infantry, and mustered out at San Antonio, TX.

Cousin Abner Sharrock Served in CO A, 136 OHIO Infantry for 100 days, from 2 May 1864 to 31 Aug 1864 and was 44 years old when he enlisted.

Thanks Charles.

HEADSTONES

Brother Jim Davenport has checked with the VA concerning the Civil War veteran headstones. The lady I spoke to has verified that the VA is now supplying the Union Civil War veteran headstones ONLY in the pattern of the early Civil War stones, that is with the shield pattern cut out and the name and outfit in relief within the shield of the upright marble headstones. See the last issue of the BOWMAN BUGLE for a photo of a new stone recently received in Arizona. They will NOT supply the ‘incised’ pattern any longer for the Union Vets except in the upright granite stones or the flat headstones. She said that there will be no changes in the pattern for the Confederate veterans headstones though. Your editor is glad to see them revert back to the old pattern for the headstones. I just received verification from Brother Dan Senjem that they have received two Union headstones for the Hill Top Cemetery in Pagosa Springs, CO, and that they are in the old ‘relief’ pattern. He also said that they have received a headstone for a C.S.A. veteran.

         DURANGO G.A.R. RIBBON 
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                         Photo by Gerald Crawford

Here is a photo of ‘Our own’ Sedgwick Post #12, G.A.R. membership ribbon. It was the membership ribbon of Camp 12 namesake Thomas E. Bowman, Grandfather of Brother Tom Wiseman. Brother Tom gave it to SUVCW Camp 12 before he died as Camp 12 was being organized. We are in the process of getting a nice frame to protect it while we display it.

GENERAL ORDERS

All SUVCW members are reminded to check on the National website ( www.suvcw.org ) on occasion to keep up with the latest General Orders promulgated by the SUVCW Commander in Chief. Some of them MAY directly affect you or your Camp or Department.

QUESTION / ANSWER

It appears that we had no one answer the question in the March issue of the BOWMAN BUGLE. The question was “What is a Prolonge, What was it used for, Can you describe it?”. The answer is as follows: Prolonge - An 18 ft. length of hemp rope 3.5 in. In diameter, a prolonge was wound between 2 hooks on a gun carriage trail and kept there for use in maneuvering an unlimbered gun. It had an iron hook on one end, a metal eye in the center, and 3 chain links and a toggle on the other end. The answer is found at www.civilwarhome.com/terms.htm as are a number of other interesting definitions.

GRAVE REGISTRATION ACTIVITIES

Brother Jim Davenport, PDC, reports that the National Grave Registration program is moving right along, and that he continues to input names into the database. 

Brother Dan Senjem, PCC, recently returned from his trip back east and presented Bro. Davenport with a packet of photos of nearly 60 Civil War veterans gravestones, from mostly Minnesota cemeteries, and photos of 4 different GAR monuments in two different states. Brother Davenport has just completed researching the gravestone photos and a little over half of them were not yet entered into the database, they are now. THANKS Brother Senjem. The photos ended up in Bro. Davenport’s Civil War gravestone photo albums.  I noted that he did not find any ‘Colorado Soldier Boys’ in his searches this trip.

SONS OF VETERANS RESERVE
Several of the Camp 12 members are also members of the SVR and are reminded that there is also a SVR webpage at http://suvcw.org/svr/svr.htm.  It has information on the activities and officers of the SVR, and a link to the newsletter for the 6th Military District, SVR, which has a fantastic amount of news and photos in it. Colorado is a part of the 6th Military District, SVR.

AUXILIARY NEWS
The ladies in the Auxiliary to T. E. Bowman Camp 12 have prepared and sent at least two more packages in the past month to our servicemen and women serving in ‘harms way’ in the Iraq/Afghanistan areas.  WAY TO GO LADIES  !!!!

Jim Davenport, PDC

Editor
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