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              NOTICE

This morning when I as getting ready to ‘zap’ this newsletter off to the membership I was looking at the General Orders from C-in-C Armstrong and the last one before he was ‘retired’ was listing the awards he was presenting. We can be proud that he presented the Joseph S. Rippey New Camp award for the most successful New Camp in the Nation to the Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12, Department of Colorado & Wyoming!! 

Congratulations to all who helped to make our camp a successful one !!!

HISTORICAL INFORMATION:

I recently received several more pamphlets and papers from Brother Charles Sharrock Sr. and one of them was really quite interesting. Titled “Colorado Military Casualties in the Civil War”. It lists quite a few men of the Colorado Cavalry, Infantry, Denver Home Guard, and Light Artillery who were Killed in Action, Died of wounds received in action, Died of disease during the war years, and some who were killed by other soldiers, committed suicide, died in accidents, and several who drowned in different rivers. It even lists a couple of soldiers who were executed for murder and ATTEMPTED murder!! 

One interesting list was those casualties of the Battle at Pigeon’s Ranch, or as many know it, the battle of Glorieta Pass. This list shows the names of some 43 men who died in that battle or from wounds received in that battle. Neither Brother Charles nor I know who originally compiled the list and cannot vouch for it’s completeness or accuracy but I will pass on the information a bit at a time.

If you would like a copy of the booklet I can print one off for you. It is about 30 pages. There would be a charge for the copy work with the monies to go into the treasury. I will try to remember to bring the booklet to the September meeting so you can see it and determine if you want a copy.

While recently looking at the NPS website searching for some info on a Regiment I noticed that it had Utah Territory listed. Since I had been told that Utah did not have any outfits in the Civil war I went there and discovered that they apparently had a unit called Smith’s Company, Utah Cavalry (3 months, 1862). No other info was found there, and no roster of the men in the outfit. According to the NPS site there is no history in Dyer’s Compendium for this outfit either. I have not yet found any ‘Utah’ marked headstones for the Civil War even though I have been through the cemeteries of Salt Lake City and the surrounding cities and towns.

HISTORICAL QUIZ

What Civil War veteran is buried in Colorado who received the Medal of Honor for his service in the Indian Wars, in what Civil War outfit did he serve, and where is he buried? Is there more then one of them and if so, who are they?

Answer in next months newsletter (If I remember) 


ACTIVITIES

On July 30, 2004 Jim and Janie Davenport went over to the Greenmount Cemetery in Durango and located 9 more Civil War veterans gravesites. 8 of them were family stones with no mention of Civil War service and one was a well hidden Civil War VA headstone. I also determined that several more veterans did not have a headstone of any type, and we need to do something about that. A list supplied by Brother Charles Sharrock of our Camp and Greenmount Cemetery records were used to do the survey.

Jim has also continued contributing photos, via email, of many more Civil War headstones to an internet site at www.coloradogravestones.org  and there are a lot more still to send from his collection.

On August 8 Brother Jim Davenport, accompanied by wife Janie, traveled to Pagosa Springs, CO. at the invitation of Brother Dan Senjem and the Genealogical Society over there. Jim gave a 1½ hour presentation on researching Civil War veterans on the internet. Jim also showed several pages of photos of the different types of Civil War, Indian War, Mexico War, and Spanish American War headstones and metal markers a person might run into while in the cemeteries. There were numerous question and answers and a lot of swapping of information on Civil War ancestors, both Union and Confederate. Yes, Jim did try to do some recruiting for the SUVCW and we’ll see how that turns out. THANKS Dan for the invitation. 

Brother Charles Sharrock Sr. has been busy up in the metro area, and other parts of the state also, taking photos of the Colorado unit headstones he finds and sending them to me along with lists from one place and another listing Colorado unit ‘boys’ who are buried around the state. This is an important project as I am attempting to get a database list together of the burial places of the Colorado fellows. THANKS Charles for your hard work with this project.

Be sure that if you do any SUVCW or SVR or reenactment activities that will be of interest to the Camp members to let me know so that I can include it in the newsletter. I have heard rumor that some new uniforms, either purchased or homemade, are in the future for some camp members. We will be interested when they are here.  

RECRUITMENT

If you know of anyone who qualifies for membership in the SUVCW, either as a direct or collateral descendent or who might want to join as an associate be sure to contact them and try your luck at recruitment. If it’s someone who you may have mentioned membership to previously, try again. Let them know that WE are interested in THEM as members. There are apparently a lot of folks out there who qualify for membership. It is surprising how many folks will say “I also have a Civil War ancestor” if you happen to mention that you have one.

FUND RAISING

We really need to put our heads together and come up with some fund raising ideas for Camp 12. We will be having some expenses that the regular membership dues will not cover, especially if we intend to be an active Camp in the Department and obtain some items for meetings like flags, flag stands, membership medals and ribbons, items we need to really have a formal meeting, etc., etc. One of the duties of the Camp Council is to “recommend measures for preserving and INCREASING the funds of the Camp”. Maybe there will be some ideas to present at the next Camp meeting on September 4, 2004. We added $17.00 to the camp treasury last month from sale of the books that Brother Sharrock donated.

Also remember that donations to the SUVCW are tax deductible, and the Treasurer will gladly accept monetary contributions for the Camp treasury. 

ANCESTOR HISTORY

This months ancestor is the Great, Great, Great Grandfather of Brother Michael Kots.

George Heinrich Hermann Vocke was born on the 3rd January 1838 in Minden, Germany to Johann Daniel Vocke and Charlotte Maria Ebeling. He was one of ten children. He was the first to immigrate to the United States on the 1st of July, 1853 on the Ship Oldby Bark Puno.
George arrived in New York but moved to Chicago, Illinois and here he remained until his death, on 28th of May 1891. He was a baker by trade, and it was never clear why he decided to make Chicago his home. Chicago was chosen probably because it was one of the largest German settlements in the United States.

George was mustered into the 82nd Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Company C, on the 26th of September at Camp Butler in Springfield, Illinois. This would be a three year enlistment but nevertheless, Lincoln’s call for 300,000 more troops had its effect on the Citizens of Chicago. The 82nd came together initially as a collection of companies raised in separate towns and neighborhoods of Chicago. Chicago was the home of the majority of the 82nd. Almost to a man they were foreign born Germans and Scandinavians. Company C had large numbers of Jewish immigrant families, however, the 82nd was formally designated a “German Regiment” and was slated to become part of the XI Corps of the Army of the Potomac, a Corps with German leadership and a majority of German troops.

Over 20% of Chicago’s total population at this time was citizens of German birth.. The majority of the members of Company C were skilled tradesmen that enjoyed a good income. The Republican Party affiliated with the Concordia Club was responsible for the formulation of Company C as well as for the creation of the regimental flag, which was carried through out the war. They were also responsible for raising the funds to equip a company of 100 men. The Regiment arrived in Washington on the 9th of November and began it’s service into the XI Corps under Franz Sigel. Going into winter camp near Acquia Creek, Virginia, the 82nd trained and endured winter weather until January 12th, 1863 when it joined the bulk of the Army in what became known as “Burnside’s Mud Campaign” toward Fredericksburg. On the 27th of April the 82nd began its first combat campaign, joining the rest of the Army on the march to Chancellorsville.

The story of the “rout of the XI Corps” in the face of Stonewall Jackson’s surprise attack on the 2nd of May is well known. The next major conflict the 82nd would engage in would be at Gettysburg. George Vocke had been wounded and contracted a malignant severe fever. The exact details of his injury are not known or reported. His vision was impaired and he was sent to a hospital in the Washington, D.C. area where he remained for 4 months until he was sent home. He never regained his vision and was discharged with a disability. His sight remained extremely poor until his death.

He had married one of the nurses that had cared for him in the hospital in Washington, D.C. George was unable to return to his profession of baker and was forced to take many unskilled jobs to support his family. He married Mary Foller in 1864 and they had eight children. Mary died on the 8th of August 1885 leaving George to care for the four children under the age of 8. George’s poor health and sight took a toll on him and he died on the 28th of May 1891. The remaining four children were sent to the Soldier’s Orphanage in Normal, Illinois. The oldest sister, Emily Williams, was able to eventually have her siblings released to her care when she had given the court of Cook County a sum of two thousand dollars. 

Brother Michael Kots

Thomas E. Bowman Camp 12, SUVCW

I have put a name at the top of this newsletter, if you have a better suggestion, speak up, other wise that’s it for now.

REMEMBER: Our next meeting is at Camp Commander Jerry Crawford’s home on September 4th, 2004 at 9:30 AM. We need all the members there if possible as we will vote on changing the meeting dates, which requires a change to the By Laws.

Brother James J. Davenport

Editor

