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         I’ll begin this issue by wishing each and every one of you a 

       MERRY CHRISTMAS
And a most happy Holiday Season
OFFICERS

As you probably noticed there were several empty spaces after some of the appointed officer positions. These will be filled after I have had an opportunity to talk with some of the Camp members to see who might be willing and able to fill those vacancies. 

2005 DUES

The dues for 2005 are DUE. Please send payment of $37.00 to me before the January meeting if at all possible, or at least bring it to the January 8, 2005 meeting which will again be at Commander Jerry Crawford’s home at 9:30 AM. These dues and the necessary paperwork need to be sent in to the Department prior to the end of January according to the National Organization. As you are aware we have reduced the Camp/Department dues for Life Members to a total of $10.00. Hopefully by this time next year we will have increased our treasury enough to justify lowering the camp dues for everyone. Let’s work on that. 

My THANKS to those of you who have gotten your 2005 dues in to me already. For the rest of you Brothers my mailing address is Jim Davenport, 901 Garrison Drive, Cortez, CO 81321.  

NEWSLETTER

I am really needing Civil War ancestor information for inclusion in the newsletter. Don’t worry about ‘swamping’ me with information, I can hold it until I need it for one of the newsletters. I would ask, however, that you refrain from including photos in your writeup as my old computer doesn’t handle them well at all. REMEMBER to also report any SUVCW related activities that you participate in at any time, any place, so that I can report on them to the other members. In case you are not aware of it, I also send copies of the newsletter to all of the other Camp Commanders in our Department, as well as some of the Department Officers. We want them to not only know that we received the RIPPEY award, but that we are staying busy proving that it wasn’t just a ‘flash in the pan’ so to speak.

ACTIVITIES

I am still entering burial data into the National Database and if you have any please get it in to me. I have also had a couple of Confederate Civil War veterans headstones come in. One for Mancos, CO and one for Dolores, CO, with two Union soldiers headstones that are enroute. I was told by the cemetery sexton of Dolores that he would try to set the stone in the Peoples Cemetery in Dolores, CO. As you know I am not able to get out and about for that type of thing for a while with my torn Achilles tendon. I had surgery on it November 19th but according to the doctor, who said he found more damage then he expected, I will have to spend about 3 to 4 months in a cast while it heals. If the headstone for Cortez arrives before the ground freezes I am pretty sure that the American Legion boys will set it for us (of course with some sideline supervision from yours truly).  

We have mentioned possibly obtaining a Camp flag when the funds are available. After the November meeting there were three Camp members who volunteered to contribute $50.00 each toward the purchase of a Camp flag. According to the National organization the Department of OHIO is the place to order the camp flags. I was contacted by a representative of the Department of Ohio who told me that the price for a Camp flag, 3 x 5, double sided & gold fringe would be $400.00. He said he would send a representative picture of a camp flag. The flagpole is another $52.00 and the top ‘ornament’ is $22.00 more. It looks like we are going to have to do some heavy duty fund raising if we want a Camp flag.  

PLAN AHEAD

Saturday, June 18th, 2005 our DEPARTMENT ENCAMPMENT. To be held at the Colorado Springs VFW Post 101 building, at 701 S. Tejon St, Colorado Springs, CO. Tejon St. has exits off of I-25 and US 24. I did not see any mention of the time of the meeting yet but would imagine that will appear on the webpage as soon as it has been set. As soon as I hear I will have it in the BOWMAN BUGLE also. Check our Department webpage for information.

Feb 19-21 Battles of Socorro & Valverde. Check the 1st New Mexico re-enactors webpage at www.currensnet.com/1STNMVI.htm for information. Quite a bit of other interesting information can be found there also.

March 12 – 13, 2005. Picacho Peak State Park, Arizona. About ½ way between Phoenix and Tucson, give or take a few miles.

Civil War re-enactment with 3 different battles, artillery demonstrations, an encampment, and when we visited there two years ago there was a suttler or two and a period Army band which was enjoyable to listen to (they also had CD’s for sale).

www.pr.state.az.us/text/events/picacho_cal.html 

May 6-8 Battle of Glorieta Pass reenactment. Check the 1st New Mexico re-enactors webpage, address above, for more information.

ANCESTORS

This issue is about my great great Uncle, William Ortlipp. He was the brother of my great great Grandmother, Elizabeth Ortlipp, who was married to Adam Johns of the 13th Ohio Cavalry. William Ortlipp was born January 1, 1843 and died August 22, 1863 at Vicksburg, Mississippi. He mustered into Co. G, 32 Ohio Volunteer Infantry on August 1, 1861. He participated in several skirmishes, sieges and battles before his death. He was captured near Harper’s Ferry on Sept 15, 1862 according to an entry in his diary, and was a short time later paroled. He spent some time at Camp Douglas, Illinois, returned home for a short time and then he went back to the army.  He is buried at the Sidle Cemetery, Muskingum County, Ohio. 

I do have copies of several letters that he wrote home, and am in the process of copying to CD his diary for much of 1862. In his diary he writes of the capture of rebels and their equipment and some of the problems that he faced during his service, including the surrender of his outfit! Some of it is difficult or impossible for me to read but I will transcribe bits and pieces of it into the newsletter from time to time. It is kind of ‘neat’ to read in his own handwriting the kinds of things that I have been reading about in the magazines for some length of time.

As it is spelled and grammar used in his Diary entry for Sept 15, 1862: “A vigorous cannonading began at light. The enemy now have 9 batteries blazing in on us. It is continues till 8 PM when the forces(?) were surrendered. Stack our arms to our mortification, get two days rations and start for Frederick city at midnight”.  

I invite any of you who have similar documentation to submit it for the rest of us to read also.

2005 NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT

For those Camp members who may be thinking of attending the 2005 National Encampment in New Hampshire here is a message I just received from the National Secretary:

      Our Order's 124th National Encampment will take place in New

      Hampshire during the FIRST weekend in August, 2005. As members may be

expecting the event to follow the more recent pattern of the second       weekend of the month, it is important to provide the correct dates as soon as possible so that travel plans can be made, vacation time scheduled, etc. More detailed information will be available on the National website shortly.

I am sure that if you check your copy of THE BANNER on a regular basis there will be more info on this.  Ed.

The SUVCW COA has again authorized all Camps, Departments, and the National Organization to waive the annual dues for 2005 for any service member serving in a combat area, this includes all of Iraq and Afghanistan. We do have a number of SUVCW members serving in those areas. There is a list of many of them on the national website. 

Here is another of the several Civil War Medal of Honor recipients buried in Colorado.
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Photo by Brother Jim Davenport

Rank and organization: Private, Company H, 121st New York Infantry. Place and date: At Sailors Creek, Va., 6 April 1865. Entered service at: ------. Birth: Clintonville, N Y. Date of issue: 10 May 1865. Citation: Capture of flag of Savannah Guards (C.S.A.), after 2 other men had been killed in the effort.

Born: Jan 1, 1844, Clintonville, NY

Died: Oct 2, 1921, Colorado Springs, CO

Buried at: Roselawn Cemetery, Pueblo, Pueblo County, Colorado.    Block 22, Lot 148. 

ONE LAST suggestion for this issue. In order to keep up with the latest instructions and changes in our Order, and to plan for coming important events, it is a good idea to periodically check the General Orders from the Commander in Chief of the SUVCW. Go to the National SUVCW webpage, www.suvcw.org and scroll down to General Orders, click on what you wish to read.

Submitted in Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty,

Editor: Brother Jim Davenport

